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Abstract
The developmental functions of community media is widely recognised
and well documented by a multitude of researchers around the world in
the field of social sciences. Drawing from the functions of community
radio, as prescribed by UNESCO, the paper examines the content and
functioning of two community radio stations in South India. It examines
the developmental aspects of community radio. Ideally, a community
radio station should serve the marginalized sections of society by giving
them assurance to expression, encouraging their involvement. A voice
based media assuredly has a greater impact, especially in rural areas
with low literacy rates. In communities with low levels of literacy and
poverty, the radio is the most effective and inexpensive medium with
which to help catalyse social change (Girard, 1992; Dagron, 2001).
When compared with countries like Australia, Philippines and Sri Lanka,
Community radio in India is still in its nascent stage. Does it really
improve the lives of the community? Or does it simply mimic the mainstream
media in its approach by disassociating itself from its identity? These are
some of the questions, the paper seeks to address.  It attempts to measure
the influence of the demographic characteristics such as gender, age,
income, education, and occupation of the community radio listeners on
their perception of developmental functions of community radio, as
outlined by UNESCO, while also looking at some of the challenges faced
by community radio operators in South India.
Keywords : Developmental Functions, Alternative Media, Community Media
Author: K.Padmakumar, Assistant Professor, School of Communication,
Manipal  University,  Manipal,  Karnataka-576  104  India;  Email:
fmkumar@gmail.com
K Padmakumar
















manufactured, maintained and operated  it has a  farther reach  than most








are  the  listeners  themselves  and  its  task  is  to  aid  and help  improve  the
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to the mainstream. The process of community radio is to bring people together
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of assets for this community radio system, there are a few constraints for it

























exploit  community  radio  services  across  Brazil  was  seen.  The  study
concluded that  there was an unveiled potential  for community radios  to
become a  social  accelerator. A more  centric  approach was  suggested  to
overhaul the obstacles.
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Gergely Gosztonyi (2009) focused on the community radio scenario in
Hungary and  the  regulation passed by  the Government  that enabled  the
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wise and station wise on community radio stations in India. The path-breaking
studies  that  were  carried  out by  earlier  researchers  pertained  mostly  to
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radio stations in South India namely Anna Community Radio, Chennai in
Tamil Nadu and Radio Sarang, Mangalore, in Karnataka.
The  researcher  constructed  an  attitude  scale  on  the  functions  of




of  Programs  and  Content’,  ‘Open  Dialogue  and  Democratic  process’,
‘Promotes development and Social Change’, ‘Promote Civic and Livelihood
Awareness’,  ‘Promote Good Governance’,  ‘Encourage participation and
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Sample Distribution
Table 1 Distribution of Respondents on the Basis of
‘Gender’  ‘Age’  and ‘Income’ Variables
Gender f Age f Income per month f
Men 209 < 16 28 < Rs. 2000 125
Women 241 17-22 137 Rs. 2001-3000 29
23-28 158 Rs. 3001-4000 81
29 > 127 Rs. 4001-5000 102
> Rs. 5001 113
Total 450 Total 450 Total 450
Table 2. Distribution of respondents on the basis of ‘Education’
 ‘Occupation’ and ‘Social Grouping’ variables
Education f Occupation f Social group f
Illiterate 68 Farmer 53 FC 106
Less than 9th Std. 46 Student 124 BC 158
10th Standard 60 Business 76 MBC 82
Higher Secondary 106 Housewife 64 SC 86
Graduate 102 Employed 101 ST  18
Post Graduate 68 Unemployed 32 - -
Total 450 Total 450 Total 450






presents  the  results of  the  focus  group discussions  conducted  with  the
producers of community radio stations in South India.
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Table No. 3 Results of One-way ANOVA Showing the Effect of  ‘Age’ of
the Respondents  on their Perception of Community Radio for Development
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Total score Between Groups 8198.494 3 2732.831 4.499 0.004
Within Groups 270902.450 446 607.405
Total 279100.944 449
3 (a) Table of Means
Age of the respondents Total
N 28
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Table 4 Results of One-way  ANOVA  showing Effect of
Income on Perception of Community Radio
Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Between Groups 7163.417 4 1790.854 2.828 0.025
Total Within Groups 224177.2 354 633.269
Total 231340.6 358
4(a) Table of  Means
Income per month Total
N 125
< Rs. 2000 Mean 136.72
Std. Deviation 22.095
N 29
Rs. 2001-3000 Mean 136.68
Std. Deviation 28.536
N 81
Rs. 3001-4000 Mean 138.05
Std. Deviation 21.361
N 102
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Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Total Between Groups 15477.63 5 3095.527 5.214 < 0.001






Illiterate Std. Deviation 21.973
N 46
Less than9th Mean 129.8
Std. Deviation 29.641
N 60
10th standard Mean 133.33
Std. Deviation 23.445
N 106






Post graduate Mean 123.19
Std. Deviation 27.694
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Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Total Between Groups 19446.7 5 3889.35 6.651 < 0.001
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compared with  the other occupation groups  like housewife  (M 139.56),










Total score Equal variances assumed 0.966 0.334 2.357
Equal variances not assumed 0.968 0.333 2.352
7 (a) Table of Means
Gender N Mean Std. Deviation
Men 209 133.43 24.516
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to Amartya Sen  (1998), one of  the  reasons  for  poverty  is  the  source of
“unfreedoms”.  “Unfreedoms”  refers  to  “deprivation of people’s basic





















that  there  is  a need  to  increase  the duration of advertisements  from  the
current 5 minutes per hour. But even if the government agencies consider





















medium  in  India  is  actually serving as a  real alternative medium of  the
voiceless or trying to be just another version of the popular commercial
medium?
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